


Al Razi

‘The architects of Dubai
Healthcare City building 16,

Al Razi, made sure to check

off every good site planning
principle while they put this
handsome building together.
The massing evolves from the
shape and orientation of the
site, maximising the light into
the interior and maintaining the
streel edge on both sides, The
proportions are right, the choice
of materials timeless and

the depth of the elevations is
enough to be visually interasting
and functionally appropriate. I'm
not one 1o stop at the basics,
but when they're all there,
they're hard to ignore.’

Burjuman Expansion
‘International architectural
practice Kohn Pederson Fox
(KPF) has always maintained
an interesting balance in its
concoctions. Al the risk of
sounding reductive, they've
always had the right mix of
corporate and cool. In this
case, the Burjuman Expansion
was successfiully developed
into a clean-cut, mixed-use
environment, infused with

the cool of stainless stesl
operable balcony screens for
the residential tower, modulated
shading elements on the office
tower and the sophisticated
glass structures that only the
likes of RFR could engineer.

Architecture

Meet the architect

Tarek N Qaddumi is a
Dubai-based architect who
received his education at
the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor. Since then, he
has worked for several
intemationally recognised
architects in Los Angeles
and Paris, and today he

is principal of TNQ, an
architecture practice that's
involved in a number of
major international projects.
His work was recently
recognised at the 2011
Middie East Architecture
Awards, where his design
for Al Manara, home to

the flagship store of Jones
the Grocer and Brookfield
Multiplex regional offices
on Shelkh Zayed Road, was
nominated for ‘Best Overall
Building of the Year.'
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Architecture

towers — are given an elongated
base to establish a solid
relation with the ground (as
does Index Tower a DIFC and
the John Hancock in Chicago).
Finally, one tower's foot in

the water reinforces the
manna’s functional relation
with the water.”

0-14

‘Designed by international
architecture firm RUR, this
Dubai newcomer is almost
deceivingly simplistic. The
complexity of the project, as
with all good architecture, is
on the inside. Light and space
seem to be controlled and

yel ambiguously defined by a
combination of transparent
glass and a perforated concrete
skin. The exostructure, in the
form of a punctured sheer wall,
combines the functions of
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bone, skin and character.
Yery reptile...’

Code

This simple yet elegant building
is characteristic of Khalid
Najjar's acute eye and feel for
design. Certainly minimalist

in form, the building entices
through proportion of space
and corresponding materiality.
Its unigueness is derived by
Khald's signature black and
white and his clear approach

to the building’s orientation.
The project, situated in Barsha,
behind Mall of the Emirates,
begs for more of these kinds of
nsertions in the city.”

Vision Tower

“This glass tower in Business
Bay is very near completion.
As far as corporate buildings
g0, this building demands its

place among the best of
themn. My hope is that the
inside doesn't disappoint,

as its exterior is elegant in

its bias directionality, its
proportion of form and its
juxtaposition of masses,
surfaces and punctuations.’ -

Dubai Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
‘Designed by 100-year-old
Japanese architecture
practice Nikken Sekkel Ltd,
this building, completed in
1995, was perhaps one of
the most exquisitely detailed
buildings back then — and
even now. It resembles the
alignments and construction
elegance of 1979 predecessors,
the Dubai World Trade Centre
by John Harris and the Dubai
Municipality by Civic Design
Studio/Pacific Consultants.”
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Dubai’s (undiscovered)
architectural gems

Dubai boasts towers and architectural
‘wonders’ galore, but look beyond the likes of
the Burj Khalifa and Burj Al Arab, and you'll
discover there's plenty more besides...

ometimes it almost
feels like Dubal is a
bit of an architect’s

playground, or indeed

testing /proving ground, what
with all the towers that have
gone up in recent years - and
continuing to do s0. Certainly
the average visitor and
resident will find no shortage
of buildings and structures
to marvel at as they journey
along the city’'s spine, Sheikh
Zayed Road. But what would
an architect make of all this
development? To find out, we
asked Dubai-based architect
Tarek N Qaddumi for his list
of favourite projects in the
city, and the results may well
SUrprise you.

Bait Al Wakeel

‘Agent House was Dubai’s
first ever office building
designed and built to house
the operations and manager’s
residence of Gray Mackenzie.
Completed in 1934 by the
late Sheikh Rashid bin Sased
Al Maktoum, this building

is an example of vemnacular
architecture, evolving
structurally and spatially to
suit the requirements of a
modem office environment.’

Design House

‘This office building,
conceived as a hub for design
professionals, houses the
regional offices of the likes of
LW Design and Steelcase. In
a clear attempt to resist the
glitz and glamour, the project
is reminiscent of early 20th-
century madernism.

Dubiotech Nucleotide
Lab Complex

Designing the first project within
an empty master development
often comes with challenges,
which this building negotiates
beautifully. In an otherwise
baron environment, the building
creates its own microcosm in
and between two low rise blocks
that seem fortified against the
elements. Glass stairs hung

on the ends are reminiscent of
wild desert flowers growing on
mineral dry rock.’

Marina Plaza

‘Making meaningful functional
and physical connections

is what this project does

best. Firstly, the residential,
commercial and office
components are interwoven into
a successful piece of urbanism.
The two elegant anchors - the
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